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On 16th March the third Cortes since the establishment
of the Republic was opened, and the first business was the
election of Senor Martinez Barrio, leader of the Republican
Union, as Speaker. A " State of Alarm " was then pro-
claimed for a further period, owing to the grave unrest
which prevailed in many parts of Spain. The House gave
itself over to a consideration of measures necessary for the
restoration of law and order, and Seiior Azana repeated that
the Government would not neglect to do its duty in this
respect. In the face of a clamour from the Left, a Decree
was passed outlawing the Fascist organization. The sup-
pression of this organization, and the arrest of many of its
members and leaders, occupied the attention of the public
during the weeks which followed.
On 15th April the Prime Minister, speaking in the
Cortes, outlined the grave position in which the country
found itself, and he stated die problems which had to be
faced. The financial position was unsatisfactory—so much
so that a monetary crisis had arisen. The unemployment
problem had to be faced; both involved a campaign of
Government economy. Spain would co-operate with the
ideal represented by the League of Nations in international
affairs. As regards the problem of internal disorder, it was
the duty of the Government to uphold authority, and at all
costs to defend the Republic.
Senor Calvo Sotelo, the clever Monarchist Leader, read a
list of the disturbances which had taken place since the new
Government had come into office. He warned the Cabinet
of the progress of" Red " propaganda amongst the armed
forces, and ended by declaring that the answer to a Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat might be a " counter-attack to set
up a totalitarian State." This was an open threat of
Fascism.

